
 

Saint John XXIII Catholic School Community 

NEWSLETTER 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 
  
Dear Saint John XXIII Community, 
  
This past Monday, our 8th grade class arrived on campus with their parents to celebrate Mass together 

before heading off to San Diego to serve in our annual Mission Trip.  Each day our students served at 

a variety of locations including food banks, lunch service at homeless shelters, and working a farm 

that grows food for needy students and their families.  Each night, after their 12 hours of service from 

5 AM-5 PM, our kids ate dinner, then began their 4 hour retreat activities with youth ministers from 

the Diocese of San Diego.  The Holy Spirit works overtime on this trip!  
  
Having been on this mission for so many years, I’ve heard testimonials from older alumni years after 

they graduated, and from our students right after they return from the trip.  I know how this trip 

transforms kids’ lives forever, but no one knows that better than the kids.  In their week of 

journaling, we asked a few students to give their feedback on the experience that will speak far 

louder than I could ever.  Some of those letters are 
below.  Enjoy. 
  
God Bless, 
Preston Colao 
Principal  
  

“I haven’t met many of the people that have been my fellow classmates for the past couple years. If you’d 
asked me before I went on and participated in this trip to say a couple things about my classmates, I would 
have said that I don’t even know half of their names. This trip quickly opened my eyes in many different 
ways. I saw how nice, caring, funny and even resourceful my classmates can be. I saw all the hope in the 
eyes of the people we helped. I even saw the very common beauty in the nature we passed when driving to 
our next job. All these new experiences helped me get to know many of my friends better and it showed 
me all the work God put into us humans and the soul he gave us to better help others. I would say that 
every second of this trip opened my eyes and filled my mind with new, fun, and entertaining stories. We all 
got to work hard as the hands and feet of Christ while enjoying all the hard work. Not going straight to the 
computer every night and immediately putting on a Netflix movie, YouTube show, or a new video game 
can really open your eyes to all the problems of the world and it’s easy and challenging solutions. I am very 
thankful to Saint John XXIII for providing this experience for us and would greatly encourage the next 
eighth grade class to keep an open mind and always look forward.” 



 
“From the moment I stepped on the Saint John campus, I have dreamt about the Mission Trip. Over time, 
amazing stories about the Mission Trip have echoed in the halls. I am so excited that I can now be one of 
the people telling fascinating stories! Going into the Mission Trip I expected a fun, service-driven, bonding 
experience, and I couldn’t be more correct! Although this may seem like an interesting way to bond with 
people, the reason the Mission Trip is so special is because of its ability to push you out of your comfort 
zone. Throughout the trip, I was forced out of my comfort zone, and I am so glad that I did! I have gotten 
to know so many new and interesting people. The people that made me laugh the hardest were the people 
who I had met that day! My cabin experience is also what made this trip so memorable. I love my cabin 
mates so much! Some of my cabin mates are my best friends, while others were girls I hadn’t met before 
the trip. That definitely changed! I looked forward to going and talking in my cabin every night. I will 
remember those nights for eternity. One of my favorite parts about this trip was the service work. One 
particular act of service that I loved was helping a school’s garden. My group helped clean up an 
overgrown garden. We pulled weeds, cleaned up Mary’s grotto, and many other things. That experience 
really spoke to me. I feel like God wanted me to clean up the garden. God spoke to me in many other ways 
as well, but that specific experience is imprinting in my mind. Overall, I loved this trip and I’m so excited for 
the generations to come.” 

 
“This trip was not only a physical adventure but also a spiritual adventure. It immensely changed the way I 
view my faith, friends, and my God-given gifts. It showed me how fortunate I was and truly unfolded how 
much God has given me throughout my life. In addition, it strengthened the bonds between God, my 
friends, and I. 
I think I can speak for everyone when I say that we were all humbled by the experiences. This trip humbled 
me and restored my faith in humanity. When I saw the happiness of those we served and the affects our 
acts of service caused, it gave me the realization that no matter what we are going through, there is 
always someone to care for us. These experiences showed me that everyone; the entirety of the human 
race; has one thing in common: we all feel the same emotions. We all feel sadness, hopelessness, and fear, 
and the best way to overcome those emotions is with each other. This trip showed me many things. I 
experienced comfort, pain, joy and sadness. Overall, this trip showed me that a group of people are united 
when they can find refuge in each other. 
I am so incredibly grateful for this trip. The teachers did an outstanding job conveying a message of faith, 
service, and unity in everything we did while still making the experience incredibly enjoyable.” 

 
“One month prior to this mission me and my peers were mentally preparing for this trip. At first, my 
expectations were for the mission trip to be a constant physical challenge along with building new 
friendships. These expectations were delivered because I made new bonds with my peers that I have not 
included in my life. As much as I was physically challenged, my spiritual life evolved through the 
celebration of mass and nightly retreats. 
From working in a food bank to assisting in Shariah’s closet, I learned so many lessons. Me, as a Saint John 
XXIII student, I have numerous things to be thankful for. Working firsthand for the less fortunate and 
homeless made me realize that we need to thank our parents and mentors for everything they have 
granted us throughout our lives. Throughout the mission trip we went to mass every day, and each mass 
was at a different church every day. There was one mass that especially elevated my relationship with 
God; The mission of San Diego. The mission was one of the first missions built in California. During mass, I 
realized how blessed me and my classmates were to be in such a historical church. 
One lesson that I believe every member of my grade, including me, learned is that we need to be more 
appreciative for what we have because you never know what other people go through. I am so happy that 
I took the opportunity to leave social media for a few days, excel my spiritual faith, and be a servant of 
service. Thank you, teachers and staff, for your guidance through physical and mental challenges 
throughout this trip. “ 
  



  
 

  

  

 
NO SCHOOL tomorrow, Friday, March 10th because of Diocesan Teacher In-

Service day! 
See you Monday! 

 

  

  

  

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR UPCOMING SPRING AUCTION!    

Reach for the Stars 2023 - APRIL 29, 2023! 
More details coming soon! 

 

  

  

  



 
ATTENTION PARENTS! 

Our Lost & Found is overflowing and it is time to clear it out.  If your student is missing a 
school sweatshirt, hair ribbon, lunch box, water bottle or anything else, please come by and 

check for your missing articles before Friday, March 17th!   
At the end of this day all articles will be donated to Spirit Store for resale! Thank you! 

 

 

  

 
CAMPUS MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

Campus Ministry at Saint John XXIII Catholic School encompasses Faith IN Action, Spirit of Service, 
and Ways of Worship.  For more information on these 3 programs, please see our website and find 
out how you can get involved! 
  
SPIRIT OF SERVICE 
Local Community Service Opportunities 
The Spirit of Service committee is composed of parent volunteers organizing service opportunities 
that exist in our local community for children and their parents to contribute their time and efforts 
acting as the Hands and Feet of Christ as a R.E.A.L. Catholic community while building relationships 
and participating in active Catholic Stewardship.  These projects are not run by the school so there 
is no need for permission slips or driver forms!   
Please checkout our upcoming opportunities! 
  

First Grade – Gardening at Walton Urban Farms  
Saturday, March 25th, 8am - 11am 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-5thgrade1 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-5thgrade1


Second Grade – Hearts and Hands – St. Vincent de Paul 
Saturday April 1st, 2023 9:00 - 11:30am 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-hearts1 
  
Third Grade – Creighton Community Works  
Saturday, March 18th, 8am - 11am 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4daaa92ca7ff2-3rdgrade7#/ 
  
Fourth Grade – Miracle League  
Thursday April 6th, 5:30 - 7:00pm 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-4thgrade5 
  
Middle School - 6TH, 7TH & 8TH grades 

St. Mary’s Food Bank – April 15th 12:00 - 2:00pm 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-middle2 
  
Mom’s Pantry – March 11th, 2023 - 9:00am-12:00pm or 11:45am-2:30pm 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-middle1 
  
Harvest Compassion Center – May 13th, 8:30am-12:00pm 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-middle3 
  

School Wide Lenten Opportunity - All grades welcome! 
Feed My Starving Children - Wednesday April 5th, 2:00pm - 3:45pm 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-feed6 
  

  
  

  

  

 
ALL SJXXIII SPIRIT WEAR & UNIFORM PRODUCTS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM 

THE PARISH GIFT SHOP, THE GROTTO!   
The Grotto is located on the North side of the Parish Hall across from the Parish Office. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-hearts1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4daaa92ca7ff2-3rdgrade7#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-4thgrade5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-middle2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-middle1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-middle3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4DAAA92CA7FF2-feed6


Hours of operation: 
Monday - Thursday 9:15am - 3:15pm 

Friday 9:15am - 12:15pm 
Sundays after 8am and 10am Mass 

  

The Grotto Grounds Coffee Shop @ St. Bernadette is NOW OPEN! 

 
  
TO PURCHASE SJXXIII PRODUCTS ONLINE visit our SJXXIII website or app! Or click 
here: Order SJXXIII products  All on-line purchases can be picked up in The Grotto during their 

hours of operation 

  

QUESTIONS about your online order? Email: spiritwear@saintjohnxxiii.org 

  
Want to DONATE gently used uniform pieces? Please deliver to the Grotto 
during their hours of operation! 

 

  

  

  

http://saintjohnxxiii.org/all-products/
mailto:spiritwear@saintjohnxxiii.org


 
Safe Environment Compliance Opportunities 

Our training year runs from July 1st and ends June 30th of the following year. 
Compliance Opportunities have now ended for the 2022/23 school year. 

Compliance Opportunities for the upcoming 2023/24 school year will begin July 1, 2023. 
  

FOR THOSE THAT ARE RENEWING, CLICK HERE TO LEARN HOW TO RENEW! 
  

FOR THOSE THAT ARE NEW TO SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING AND HAVE NOT YET TAKEN A 
FOUNDATION TRAINING, CLICK HERE TO LEARN HOW TO START YOUR TRAINING!  

PLEASE NOTE: Face to Face interviews have concluded for the 2022/23 school year and will resume 
at the beginning of the 2023/24 school year for the 2023/24 school year. 

  

For questions about the Safe Environment Training Program at our school, please contact our Safe 
Environment Coordinator, Mrs. Hepsen at mhepsen@saintjohnxxiii.org.  

For technical assistance you can contact CMG directly (cmgconnect@catholicmutual.org) or call 1-
800-228-6108.  

Thank you for all you do to keep our school community safe! 

 

  

  

  

 
Did you know that since 2006 Saint John XXIII has implemented the Olweus Bullying 
Prevention Program (OBPP) on our campus? 
OBPP is recognized by the Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence as one of only 
eleven Blueprints Model Programs and by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) as a Model Program. 
For more information, please visit our school website under the “Parent” tab then “Support 
Services”. 
Or visit one of the following 
websites:  http://www.clemson.edu/olweus/ or www.Olweus.org.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGTG7ifXNvinLkCOKUKkIu_IWS3AJFmt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TBX5JKqwe_4kXEty4B8Ao7bYh0yElbr9/view?usp=sharing
mailto:mhepsen@saintjohnxxiii.org
mailto:cmgconnect@catholicmutual.org
http://www.clemson.edu/olweus/
http://www.olweus.org/


 

  

  

  

 

  

Sadly, our SCRIP Program has now come to an end.  We have depleted all of our current 
inventory and no longer have gift cards available to sell.    

  
Due to declining interest and lower discounted rates from our card vendors we have had to 
discontinue our SCRIP program here at Saint John XXIII.   In the 2023/24 school year and 
going forward, we will no longer have a SCRIP program.   

  

 
 BOX TOPS has gone digital! 

                Download the box top app to get started and select Pope John XXIII or use our zip 

code to connect to our school.  Then, simply scan your receipts and the box tops will be 
added to our school account!  

   Please keep clipping BOX TOPS! 
 Box tops will continue to be accepted until the expiration date. 

  

 
Don’t forget to download our School APP! 

It’s the one with the circular logo in the APP store under Saint John XXIII Catholic! 
  

  

http://saintjohnxxiii.org/calendar/


To see dates and details for all our school events, go to our SJXXIII 2022-23 
WORKING Calendar! 

Look for it on our School App or on our Website! 
  

Follow Us On Social Media! 
 Facebook - Saint John XXIII Catholic School Community 

Instagram - @saintjohnxxiii_az 
Twitter - @SJohnxxiii 

 
  

SJXXIII School Office Hours: 
Mondays - Thursdays 7:30am - 3:30pm 

Fridays 7:30am - 1pm 
Phone:  (480) 905-0939 

  

 
ST. BERNADETTE PARISH CORNER 

  

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday  8:00am - 5:00pm 
Friday: 8:00am - 1:00pm 

www.saintbernadette.com 

https://www.saintbernadette.com/


  
Mass Times at St. Bernadette 

Monday - Friday:  6:30am and 8:30am  
Saturday: 8:30am and 5:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am, 10am and 5pm 
  

Visit The Grotto Gift Shop @ St. Bernadette 

Monday - Thursday  9:15am - 3:15pm 
Friday  9:15am - 12:15pm 

Sundays after the 8:00am and 10am Mass 
  

The Grotto Grounds Coffee Shop @ St. Bernadette is NOW OPEN! 

 
 

  

  

 


